DIRECTOR’S NOTE / SYNOPSIS

Poe’s Dark Verses is composed of 4 Poems followed by the famous short story The Fall of the House of Usher. 

The poems I have selected are the ones I believe highlight Poe’s common themes the most: grief, unrequited love, solitude and existentialism. 

Before we start looking at these poems together, I would like to clarify that every single word uttered by the comedians on stage are the words of Poe. My goal is to stay as true to the emotions portrayed and through the staging allow the audience to fully dive into his works. I also recognize that I am staging poetry for a main public of primarily French-speakers and non-anglophones. In this way I really hope that the visual portrayal of each poem as well as the music will help to get to the center of the feelings evoked, that might not have been obvious on a first read. This being said I hope you enjoy my notes as director of this play (my first play) and even more, I hope you enjoy the show. 

We begin with ‘The Raven’, opening onto a purple-lit stage, calling back to Poe’s mentions of the rustling purple curtains in the poem. I wanted to capture this isolated, dark, mysterious room the protagonist seems to be trapped in. As well as this color symbolizing madness, it encapsulates the state of mind our protagonist ‘sad, uncertain’. 

The poem here is composed of 3 characters: The Narrator, The Actor and The Raven. The Narrator and Actor are the same person dealing with grief at different points in time, the Raven symbolizes the grief within itself. 

The Actor is the one who feels and lives the events that surround him, the one who reacts and is taken back from the silence of this bird to all his questions. The Narrator is more at peace with his grief, knowing the Actor never gets his answers. The Narrator is wiser, older, yet still grieves the lost Lenore. The Raven symbolizes grief within itself, it is the presence of absence. As he sits upon the bust of Pallas, the knowledge of this absence enters our Actor’s mind for the first time, battling with denial. And although the Narrator is wiser, he also, is still grieving. 

Two main emotions hold this poem: the anger and frustration towards this bird who refuses to answer anything but the famous ‘Nevermore’, and loss of the ‘rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore’. The first is expressed by the Actor, battling the grief (the bird) and the second is expressed by the Narrator, more at peace. 

The different roles of these three characters are highlighted by the music. The tension in The Actor’s theme rises as he gets more and more agitated, yet The Raven response with complete silence apart from ‘Nevermore’. This silence and emptiness feel heavier and heavier as the poem proceeds. The Narrator’s musical theme mainly arises when talking of the lost Lenore. The Narrator does not care to chase or get answers from the Raven, as he is no longer in denial, but the pain of his loss may leave nevermore. 


Then follows ‘A Dream within a Dream’. A short two stanza poem with lots of action on stage. My goal was to make this poem very fast paced visually, with many different moments encapsulating the ‘dream within a dream’ effect and the fleeting nature of life evoked in this poem. 

I have separated this poem into 4 sections: The 1st stanza being set at a 40s train station, as our protagonists says goodbye to his loved-one, watching her leave. Once the stanza is over, all lights turn off as the LED screens show flashing images of 30s surrealist images. The stage submerged by blue lights, we are now at the sea engulfed by the waves as our second protagonist pronounces the verses of the 2nd stanza. We then return at the sepia 40s train station, the protagonist comes back to himself, and leaves. 

When you read ‘A dream within a dream’ for the first time, the contrast between the first and second stanza can be surprising, and even confusing. For me it was clear that the first stanza is anchored in reality whereas the second stanza is the dream version of these same feelings; watching life escape you and having no control over it. I wanted to both capture the strong dichotomy shown in the poem by the different colors and sceneries while highlighting the dream vs reality. 


After the purple of ‘The Raven’, the sepia and blues of ‘A dream within a dream’, we enter by contrast, a simple stage with nothing but a spotlight for the poem ‘Alone’. 
